
September 10, 2015 

To parents and guardians: 

 

Among the services that students and staff have access to in RSU 20 is the Google Apps for 

Education (GAfE) suite.  GAfE includes software for word processing and slideshows (Drive), 

blogging and website creation (Blogger and Sites), and many other tools that students and staff can 

use to create and edit collaboratively.  Having a GAfE account also allows students and staff to 

effortlessly create accounts on other websites, so that we don’t have to try to manage multiple 

usernames and passwords over multiple domains.  Khan Academy and Newsela are two examples of 

websites that students are using where they log in using their GAfE accounts.  Moreover, GAfE is in 

the “cloud,” meaning that it can be accessed anywhere and anytime you can connect to the Internet, 

including on tablets and smartphones!  It also allows a paperless method for teachers to share 

assignments and feedback with students, and for students to share back those assignments with their 

teachers (Google Classroom).  It even allows multiple students to work on the same document at the 

same time!  And, of course, users have the ability to manage the privacy of their documents, so that 

only the right people can see them.  Best of all, work done in many GAfE services saves 

automatically, and won’t be lost in case of computer troubles, so the dog can no longer eat your 

child’s homework! 

 

RSU 20 has had a Google Apps domain for several years now, and is increasingly used at Searsport 

middle and high schools to create documents, websites, presentations, even surveys, so we are 

hoping to provide a solid introduction to GAfE at the elementary level to better prepare them for 

the road ahead.  The back side of this sheet includes a short guide to accessing GAfE from home. 

Your child’s teacher can provide you with the password for your child’s account.  If you have any 

questions, feel free to contact me by email at gcyr@rsu20.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

Geoff Cyr 

K-5 Technology Integrator 

Regional School Unit #20 

mailto:gcyr@rsu20.org


Logging Into Google Drive from Home 
 

1. Go to our new SES Kids Tools page at ses.rsu20.org/technology/kids-tools, and select the 
Google service you want to use. 
 
2. At the login screen, they will enter their username and their password. 
 

● Username:  all student usernames are determined by the following formula: 
last name, first initial, last two digits of graduation year (with no spaces, punctuation, or 
capital letters), followed by @rsu20.org.  So, John Smith in fifth grade’s username is 
smithj23@rsu20.org. 
 

● Password:  Students will use their full student ID number as their password.  Your 
child’s teacher can get you this password. 

 

 
Username 

 
Password 

 
3. Voila!  You’re in! 

http://ses.rsu20.org/technology/kids-tools

